ﬂ«I’RIVATE
COPYING

Every copy counts
for creators.




WHAT IS
PRIVATE COPYING?

Private copying refers to the legal ability

of individuals to reproduce copyrighted works
for personal use, such as copying music, films,
or books onto personal devices.

To balance this exception, many countries
implement remuneration systems, typically
through levies on devices and storage media
(e.g., smartphones, hard drives, USB sticks).
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HOW DOES

IT WORK?

Private copying remuneration is usually collected
from manufacturers and importers of devices
capable of copying works.

CMOs then distribute this income to creators.
They act as key intermediaries between rightsholders,
industry and public authorities.

A share of private copying compensation may also
be used to fund social and cultural programmes,
benefitting creators and society.



MINIMAL COST
BIG IMPACT

The Private Copying Global Study 2026 prepared
by CISAC, BIEM, IFRRO and Stichting de Thuiskopie,
offers the most comprehensive analysis to-date

of private copying and reprography remuneration
systems across 196 countries.

From this Studly, it is projected that private copying
remuneration generates over € 1 billion annually
for creators worldwide, while minimally impacting
consumers (estimated at € 1- € 3 per year).

Average Levies Paid Per Year by Two Households.
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Both “tech-savvy” families and elderly couples, which
vary in how frequently they replace their devices,
pay less than € 10 per year on private copying.

the Private Copying Global Study 2026
and other policy materials




GLOBAL
DEVELOPMENT

Since the 1960s, private copying systems have
allowed creators to benefit from users’ copying
activities while preserving users' privacy.

Many European countries such as Germany, Austria,
France, Italy and the Netherlands, demonstrate
strong year-on-year collections and up-to-date
legislation featuring newer copying technologies.

In some countries in Africa, private copying
remuneration serves as a primary source of income
for sustaining creative professions.

Initiatives such as the UEMOA Directive and ARIPO
regional strategy are being used to modernise
copyright frameworks across the continent.

CISAC works closely with regional bodies
and governments to develop clear legislative
frameworks, provide technical guidance,
and strengthen cooperation.




CISAC
ADVOCATES FOR

B Proper implementation of private copying
exceptions accompanied by a well-functioning
system of remuneration.

B Technology-neutral private copying laws which
apply to modern copying devices and services.

®m Benefitting a broad range of creators with
private copying remunerations to encourage
the growth and resilience of all creative sectors.




Gadi Oron
CISAC Director General

" Private copying remuneration
remains one of the most practical
and balanced ways to ensure
that creators are compensated
when their works are copied for
personal use. As technologies
evolve, legal frameworks must
evolve too. The enduring value

of private copying remuneration
should be recognised, as well

as the opportunities for countries
to update their systems to adapt
to the digital environment. "

Caroline Champarnaud
President of BIEM

"It is vital to draw on international
experience and offer insights

into the strengths and challenges
of implementing effective private
copying systems for the benefit
of creators, particularly when

the impact on consumers
appears minimal. "

For 100 years, CISAC has been devoted to global
advocacy work which safeguards the interests of music,
visual arts, literary, dramatic and audiovisual creators.

CISAC works closely with local governments,

regional institutions, and UN agencies such as WIPO and
UNESCO to promote a fair environment for licensing and
remuneration, uphold cultural diversity, and safeguard
the moral and economic rights of creators in the face

of rapidly evolving technologies.



